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Geared to make things move.

Our •See the BIG
Picture?• slogan exemplifies
our continued commitment
to innovation and develop-
ment within as many market
segments of the manufac-
turing industry as possible.
Kapp and Niles• broad
range of hard finishing prod-
ucts offer solutions to cus-
tomers in more diverse sec-
tors of manufacturing than
ever before in the compa-
ny•s fifty-plus year history.
Each year we expand the
capabilities and efficiency of
our machines by designing-
in options inspired by our
own customers• manufactur-
ing needs. This year we will
introduce a number of new
machines to address the
needs of an even larger
market. Although at press
time we cannot announce

specific details of these
ground-breaking products,
we have already begun dis-
cussions with many of you,
whose requests for more
efficient hard gear finishing
solutions, has been met. 

Here are just a few of
our product highlights for
2006-07: Our Niles factory,
in Berlin, Germany pro-
duces a complete line of
vertical form grinding
machines ranging from
400mm through 5m capaci-
ty(see photo on back page.)
The Niles ZE400S, which
will be displayed at this
year•s IMTS in Chicago,
September 6-13, will show-
case the machine•s internal
profile grinding capabilities.
Also this year Niles shipped
the world•s first combination,
gear profile grinding and

cylindrical grinding machine.
This machine was built in a
2.5 meter size. The benefit
of the combination machine
is that it allows the customer
to eliminate a second
machine tool and guaran-
tees the concentricity of the
gear pitch line to part inside
diameter. Additional combi-
nation machines will be
delivered in 2007 as well as
Niles• new ZX630, ZX800,
and ZX1000 continuous
generating gear grinders. 

Kapp, in Coburg is pro-
ducing innovations of its
own including; the CX250I
Internal Coroning Machine,
the new RX59 Rotor
Grinding Machine, and the
KX300P with ring loader.
The KX300P Machine will
also be displayed at IMTS,
this time with ring loader

by Tom Lang
VP and General Manager
KAPP Technologies
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April U.S. manufactur-
ing technology consumption
totaled $255.13 million,
according to AMT - The
Association For
Manufacturing Technology
and AMTDA, the American
Machine Tool Distributors•
Association. This total, as
reported by companies par-
ticipating in the USMTC pro-
gram, was down 27.7%
from March but up 6.8%
from the total of $238.85
million reported for April
2005. With a year-to-date
total of $1,103.76 million,
2006 was up 18.5% com-
pared with 2005. 

These numbers and all
data in this report are based
on the totals of actual data
reported by companies par-
ticipating in the USMTC pro-
gram. 

"While April orders

were below the very strong
level in March, year-to-date
results are up over 18 per-
cent, continuing the growth
begun almost three years
ago," said John B. Byrd III,
AMT President. "This
September's International
Manufacturing Technology
Show, September 6-13 in
Chicago, is likely to acceler-
ate that growth as cus-
tomers review the latest
manufacturing technologies
available."

The United States
Manufacturing Technology
Consumption (USMTC)
report, jointly compiled by
the two trade associations
representing the production
and distribution of manufac-
turing technology, provides
regional and national U.S.
consumption data of
domestic and imported

machine tools and related
equipment. Analysis of man-
ufacturing technology con-
sumption provides a reliable
leading economic indicator
as manufacturing industries
invest in capital metalwork-
ing equipment to increase
capacity and improve pro-

ductivity. 
U.S. manufacturing

technology consumption is
also reported on a regional
basis for five geographic
breakdowns of the United
States. for this information
please visit www.amton-
line.org.

Manufacturing Technology Consumption up 18.5% in 20 06 
Robert Gardner, AMT, 703-827-5275
Gary Schiffres, AMTDA, 301-738-1200

Industry Updates

See the BIG PICTURE? continued from page 1

automation. The success
of the KX150P and
KX300P combination
worm/form grinders has
been the driving force
behind the development
of this integrated loading
system. The system offers
part exchange times in
the 2-3 second range.
The KX machine series

has provided successful
solutions for the automo-
tive, truck and tractor, air-
craft, aerospace, and
even some specialty man-
ufacturers• industries.

Our management,
engineering staff, machine
builders, production work-
ers, sales personnel, serv-
ice technicians, and all of

our support staff strive to
champion our customers
in every way possible by
facilitating a high level of
communication and thus,
customer satisfaction. We
are eager to partner with
our customers in the
development of machines
that will serve their high-
est vision because when

our customers are
successful, we are
successful.
That•s the big picture.

KAPP Technologies
welcomes new applications engineer

KAPP Technologies 

welcomes Tomas Ekelund to 

its applications engineering

team. Mr. Ekelund received 

his Bachelor of Science in

Mechanical Engineering  with

a minor in Manufacturing

Engineering from Linkopings

University in Sweden. He also

spent one year studying in

South Australia. Tomas served

part-time as a First Lieutenant

with the Swedish Army Ranger

Corps. until relocating to the

US. He has gained his manu-

facturing process experience

at both Flextronics, a US

owned company in Sweden,

and Noffsinger Manufacturing,

in Greeley, Colorado. 
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Keeping the busi-
ness concentrated
to one specific area
also enabled FCG
to manage the busi-
ness of business,
and continue to facilitate the
company•s growth.

Fred had worked with his
parents in the shop for many
years and after finishing college
and a stint in the Navy, took a
position within the company.

Slowly over time
they passed
their values,
good business
sense and final-
ly their compa-
ny, on to him.
In1987 Forest
City Gear joined

the ranks of other gear compa-
nies at the annual American
Gear Manufacturers meeting
where, for the first time, Fred
had the opportunity to interact
with his peers in the industry.
He was impressed with how
open and willing his competitors
were, to sharing their knowl-
edge and experience with him.
What he learned from them at
ensuing meetings would begin
the next evolution of his compa-
ny•s core values ! share your

knowledge and expertise with
others. Fred continues to do so,
speaking at various industry
meetings, seminars and gear
schools. He Chaired the AGMA
in 2000 and 2001. 

Ever looking to improve their
technology and capabilities,
FCG purchased a KAPP univer-
sal gear and thread grinder, the
VUS 55P at 2004•s IMTS,
spending a million dollars but
increasing the company•s O.D.
grinding capacity by five inch-
es and decreasing I.D. capaci-
ty by two inches in the
process. The VUS 55P also
accommodates longer shafts
than FCG•s older machines. 

This willingness to take
risks and spend money on new
technology is what Fred
believes sets FCG apart from
other, more conservative com-
panies. He learned this when
he was still a kid, watching his
parents Evelyn and Stetler who
went fishing for (and found)
gold in Forest City Gear.

September 6-13September 6-13 January 18-24January 18-24
IMTS IMTEX
Chicago, IL USA Bangalore, Indien

November 1-8November 1-8 April 9-15April 9-15
JIMTOF CIMT
Tokyo, Japan Beijing, China

Visit www.kapp-coburg.de for exact booth locations.

For information regarding the KAPP-NILES products a nd
services, call one of our regional managers:

US island accounts Joe Passalacqua 303-517-7107

MI, IN, OH, KY Bill Miller 513-310-7499

WI, IL, IA David Gebhardt 630-760-6883

Northeast Coast Rick Piller 603-502-6273
US & Canada

KAPP ) niles  NewsContact Us

Our Customers Count

R e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a r s
Stetler and Evelyn Young

started Forest City Gear(FCG)
in an old building in Rockford,
Illinois in 1955 with $1000 cash,
a $3,000 loan from a neighbor
and a kick-start order for a few
thousand dollars worth of gears.
By the end of the first year they
had repaid the loans with inter-
est, and were on their journey
into the world of gear manufac-
turing.

From the beginning Stetler
took most of the profits from the
business and put it back into the
business by investing in used
machinery. Sometime in the late
60•s FCG bought their first new
gear machine, a Barber Colman
hobber, from a nearby plant.
Many of the later machines
were discovered at the
International Manufacturing
Technology Show, which FCG
attended regularly. During one
of these shows, their son Fred
bought a German-made
machine, significantly expanding
Forest City Gear•s capabilities,
and profits began to soar. Thus,
it became a habit of FCG to
replace an old machine with a
new one every year. As each
new machine was added, tech-
nicians were then trained to run
them, and in the process opera-
tors were exposed to new ideas

and methods of manufacturing
gears. This continual re-invest-
ment in equipment, training,
technology, and knowledge
would become the cornerstone
upon which Forest City Gear
would build its success.

Very early on it was decided
that Forest City Gear would
remain a modest sized compa-
ny and keep its focus on making
high-quality gears. In this way,
technician training could be bet-
ter managed and
give FCG employ-
ees the solid
knowledge-base
needed in order to
compete in the
market. Many
FCG technicians
have attended
Chicago•s ITW gear school as
well as ASME, SME, AGMA
gear courses, even realizing the
benefit of sending employees
directly to the equipment manu-
facturers in Europe where they
could see the new equipment
used to its fullest capability. This
strategy, along with a generous
employee-focused compensa-
tion package, has served to cre-
ate an environment of highly
skilled, life-long employees faith-
ful to FCG•s mission !
Excellence Without Exception.

Come see exciting and innovative technologies that
KAPP-NILES is showing at these trade shows:
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t h i n g s  B I G
and small

The NILES ZE400
Machine sits inside

of the working space
of the NILES ZP50
Machine illustrating
the massiveness of

the ZP Machine -
with an OD capacity
of 5 meters- as well
as the compactness

of the NILES ZE
Profile Grinder.

Photo taken inside
the NILES facility in

Berlin, Germany.

KAPP ) nilesKAPP Technologies 2870 Wilderness Place Boulder, CO  80301
Ph: 303-447-1130 Fx: 303-447-1131 
www.kapp-usa.com info@kapp-usa.com

G e a r e d  t o  m a k e  t h i n g s  m o v e .
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